Press release

PERMASTEELISA FOR THE VERTICAL CITY OF ROTTERDAM
Permasteelisa Group for the façades of the new “De Rotterdam”, completed last
November. With a total surface of more than 160.000 sqm, it’s the largest building in the
Netherlands
Vittorio Veneto, Italy, 18 December - Permasteelisa Group, worldwide leading Contractor
in engineering, project management, manufacturing and installation of architectural
envelopes and interior systems, has completed the façades of the new “Vertical City” in
Rotterdam.
De Rotterdam, designed by OMA, is in fact conceived as a vertical city: accommodating
offices, apartments, a 4-stars hotel, conference facilities, shops, restaurants and cafes.
The towers, part of the ongoing redevelopment of the old harbour district of Wilhelminapier,
next to the Erasmus Bridge, reach 150m high, with a gross floor area of approximately
162,000 sqm, making De Rotterdam the largest building in the Netherlands. OMA's
architectural concept produces more than sheer size: urban density and diversity - both in
the program and the form - are the guiding principles of the project. De Rotterdam's
stacked towers are arranged in a subtly irregular cluster that refuses to resolve into a
singular form and produces intriguing new views from different perspectives. Similarly, the
definition of the building changes according to its multiple uses internally.
The Permasteelisa Group, through the Brand Scheldebouw, its Dutch subsidiary active on
the Northern Europe markets and recently involved in the construction of The Shard in
London, followed the engineering and production as well as installation of all the external
façades of the towers, for a total of approx.. 50.000 sqm of glass.
For De Rotterdam 5 different types of façade element with glass/aluminum and a tube/fin
have been engineered and produced; in particular, for the coverage of the Offices a
unitized curtain wall of 1800x3400 mm with outward opening windows, for the Hotel a
façade module of 1800x3000 mm with a spandrel at floor edge and for “slot” between the
towers a 1800x3400mm with continuous glass pane without fins.
A fire-resistant structure, for the Plinth at parking garage, and a glassy curtain wall of
1800x3500/4000mm for the podium complete the project.
The various programs of this urban complex are organized into distinct blocks, providing
both clarity and synergy: residents and office workers alike can use the public facilities like
fitness, restaurants, and conference rooms of the hotel. And the private users of the
building have contact with the general public on the ground floor, with its waterfront cafes.
The lobbies for the offices, hotel, and apartments are located in the plinth - a long elevated
hall that serves as a general traffic hub for De Rotterdam's wide variety of users.

All the components of the project make use of a sustainable energy supply, cleverly using
the water of the river and the earth’s surface. With views of the Rotterdam skyline and the
river Meuse, De Rotterdam becomes the meeting place on the pier.
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The Permasteelisa Group is the world’s leading operator in the design, manufacture and installation of
architectural envelopes and offers solutions with a high technological content, working closely with
contemporary architecture key figures. Today, Permasteelisa is a global integrated Group present in four
continents with a network of over 50 companies in more than 30 countries. The Group employs over 6,000
people worldwide in its Engineering & Design centres and in the 11 manufacturing plants equipped with the
most modern and advanced technologies.
Moreover, through four research centers and the collaboration with prestigious international universities,
Permasteelisa fosters the development and implementation of innovative environmentally-friendly
technologies, which ensure significant energy saving levels and improve the quality of internal environments.
Among Permasteelisa Group's projects are some world-renowned contemporary architectural works, such as
the Sydney Opera House (the first building to make extensive use of the curtain walls), the revolutionary
Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, the extraordinary Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles and the Museum
of Modern Art in New York.
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