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“SHAPE! Bringing Architecture to Life”, THE EXHIBITION
THAT TELLS THE STORY OF THE CURTAIN WALL
The exhibition by Permasteelisa in collaboration with INARCH tells the 40-year story of
the building envelope through a number of projects that have made the history of the
curtain wall and the company.
“Shape! Bringing Architecture to Life” will be held at Palazzo Giustinian Lolin, the
Venetian seat of Permasteelisa, from 7 June to 23 November
Venice, 30 May – on 7 June the exhibition “SHAPE! Bringing Architecture to Life” opens to
the public, a journey through the 40-year story of the building envelope presented in a
show that will be open until 23 November at Palazzo Giustinian Lolin, the Venetian seat of
the Permasteelisa Group.
The exhibition was organised by Permasteelisa in collaboration with IN/ARCH, the Italian
National Institute of Architecture, which curated the scientific part and emphasised the
cultural importance of the exhibition, which will focus on the important role played by the
building envelope in the evolution of modern architecture and in particular of tall buildings.
The Curtain Wall is one of the “Fundamentals” chosen by Rem Koolhaas for his Venice
Architecture Biennale 2014, which will also feature an example of curtain wall designed
and built by the Permasteelisa Group.
The projects on display come with photo posters, information panels, technical drawings
and three-dimensional models which describe the technology implemented for the façades.
Both technical details and an overview of the building are included, in a gradual zoom-out
that shows visitors which construction technique was used to build the façade, and how
this contributes to the overall look of the building. The projects are displayed according to
a timeline which follows the evolution of these architectural works over time.
SHAPE! represents the ability to depict, imagine and support complex shapes and
structures, combining aesthetics and functionality, fantasy and context, the language of
shapes and body physics, architectural vision and engineering.
Façades are celebrated for the key role they play not only in the morphology, but also in
the essence of modern buildings.

“This exhibition is a chance for us to show how, by engineering shapes, the ideas and
visions of the best architects in the world can be turned into reality,” Davide Croff,
Chairman of Permasteelisa Group has stated. “The Curtain wall is the element which has
mostly influenced and still greatly influences modern architecture as the ‘skin’ of the
building is the only thing you can see from the outside. This element has evolved from being
a construction imperative to becoming the creator of shapes and solutions which can
characterize and distinguish the masterpieces of modern architecture, while supporting the
artistic work of architects. This is what Bringing Architecture to Life is all about: making the
sign and thought of great architects available to everybody through the skin of buildings,
influencing the look of buildings and cities.”
“This exhibition effectively proves – as stated by Adolfo Guzzini, National Chairman of
IN/ARCH – how promoting a renewed relationship between economy and culture,
innovation and aesthetic quality, business and design can result in quality architectures.
We believe that the Permasteelisa Group fully embodies this combination and this
philosophy. Over the forty years of activity, it has developed an entrepreneurial project
based on research, innovation, quality, and design. That is how it has contributed to the
production of extraordinary architectural works all over the world.
Carrying out research in the building envelope means focusing on an architectural
component which instils messages and values, interacts with contexts through languages
and codes, heralds memories and favours reasoning about the future.”
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Permsteelisa Group
The Permasteelisa Group is the world’s leading operator in the design, manufacture and
installation of architectural envelopes and offers solutions with a high technological content,
working closely with contemporary architecture key figures. Today, Permasteelisa is a global
integrated Group present in four continents with a network of over 50 companies in more than 30
countries. The Group employs over 6,000 people worldwide in its Engineering & Design centres
and in the 11 manufacturing plants equipped with the most modern and advanced technologies.
Moreover, through four research centers and the collaboration with prestigious international
universities, Permasteelisa fosters the development and implementation of innovative
environmentally-friendly technologies, which ensure significant energy saving levels and improve
the quality of internal environments.
Among Permasteelisa Group's projects are some world-renowned contemporary architectural
works, such as the Sydney Opera House (the first building to make extensive use of the curtain
walls), the revolutionary Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, the extraordinary Walt Disney Concert
Hall in Los Angeles and the Museum of Modern Art in New York.
www.permasteelisagroup.com
www.permasteelisagroup.com/universe

The Italian National Institute of Architecture - IN/ARCH
For over 50 years, the Italian National Institute of Architecture has been promoting and
coordinating studies on architecture to enhance their principles and favour their application “by
combining the economic and cultural forces of the Country which take part in the construction
process” to stimulate “the interest of the communities which will benefit from the architectural
production.”
It has organised countless events of high scientific quality, proving to be the influential cultural
institution of reference for the entire discipline.
In 2004, thanks to the research activities in the field of sustainability applied to the project of
architecture and innovative technologies, IN/ARCH was recognised as a Special Scientific Institute
by the Italian Ministry for Education and Research.
IN/ARCH boasts a 50-year experience in organising International architecture competitions.
Moreover, it collaborates with Public Administrations to promote Italy-based companies and
designers abroad.
www.inarch.it

